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to be drawn between the individual will and the national,
or other form of collective or general, will, that the develop-
ment of self-consciousness and of the self-regarding
sentiment renders the behaviour of the individual pro-
gressively less dependent upon his environment; that it
involves a continuous advance from action of the type of
immediate response to the impressions made on the
sense-organs and an approximation towards complete
self-determination, towards conduct that is the issue of
conditions wholly comprised within the constitution of
the mind. Like the evolution of mind in the race, this
advance involves also a progress from predominantly
mechanical to predominantly teleological determination,
a continuous increase of the part played by final causes
relatively to that of purely mechanical causes in the
determination of the behaviour of the individual. No
doubt the vague movements of the infant are teleological
or purposive in the lowliest sense of the word ; but actions
do not become the expressions of conscious purpose until
the individual attains the capacity of representing the end
towards which he feels himself impelled. At the inter-
mediate level of development of the personality, the ends
or final causes of his actions are immediate, various, and
often inharmonious with one another; with the develop-
ment of a unified personality (i.e.> of clear self-conscious-
ness, a consistent ideal of conduct and a strong sentiment
for the self and for that ideal), these are more and more
superseded and controlled by a single all-powerful final
cause, the ideal of the self.

The foregoing account of volition differs from those
of other writers in the stress laid u]Don the systematic
organisation of the conative dispositions in the moral
and self-regarding sentiments; and its principal claim
to originality is the attempt made to exhibit the con-
tinuity of the development of the highest types of human
will and character from the primary instinctive disposi-
tions that we have in common with the animals. Especial
importance, as an essential factor in volition, has been
attached to the impulse of self-assertion or self-display
and its concomitant emotion of positive self-feeling. It